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C ON F EREN C E

The Future of Genealogy
Young Genealogists at the Helm
Saturday 7 May 2022 8am - 8:15pm (BST)

An international event
bringing young people
together to shape the
future of the community.

The Society of Genealogists, in collaboration with The Family History
Federation, will be hosting this exciting online Zoom event on the 7th of May.
The conference will provide a platform for genealogists under 35 to
come together, exchange ideas and support each other. This is an
international event to connect young people from around the world and
help shape the future of the genealogy community. Youth-led, sessions
will include a facilitated safe space to discuss what young people want
from the community and family history societies, with a range of
presentations, panels and discussions.
This event will be led by our young genealogists but open to all to attend.

Programme
08.00 - 08.15

Else Churchill (UK)

Welcome and Introduction

08.15 - 08.45

Joe Saunders (UK)

‘In the Long Run We are all Dead’: The Genealogist’s Craft
A talk on the Annales School of academic history and its various lessons
and approaches such as looking the longue durée (the long run) and
emphasising societies, economies and the mentalities in history. As well
as shaping all modern fields of history, Joe feels this movement has much
that especially echoes the practices of family history. He will discuss how
his own approach to genealogy is inspired by these histories and how we
all can and should learn from them.

08.45 - 09.15

Catherine Theunissen
(NZ) Recorded session

The Effects of DNA Testing Results on Biological and
Family Identities
Direct-to-consumer (DTC) DNA tests are increasingly being used for
personal and genealogical purposes. This presentation delves into a
study where 16 participants took DTC tests and found varying effects
to their identities. Some had significant and life changing effects,
especially to their biological and family identities and overall feeling of
belonging to their perceived social groups, whereas others had their
identities solidified and reinforced?

09.15 - 10.15

Daniel Loftus (EIR)

Building a Bridge between Generations
This talk will focus on how we can build the bridge between generations in
terms of communication and collaboration and a few other things.

The conference will provide a
platform for genealogists under
35 to come together, exchange
ideas and support each other.

10.15 - 10.30

BREAK

10.30 - 11.00

Flossie Kingsbury (UK)

Using Family History to Comprehend the Roots of Climate
Crisis: Reflections on Personal Experience
Today's climate crisis has deep roots, growing out of a long history of
colonialism and industrialisation. For hundreds of years, these twin
processes have shaped everyone's lives. They are evident in our
family histories, in the very stories which give us a sense of identity
and belonging, but we rarely recognise them. In this presentation, I
intend to share my experience of using family history to understand the
roots of the climate crisis. I argue that by knowing how these histories
intersect, we can better understand our role in creating - and
combating - the climate crisis.

11.00 - 11.30

11.30 - 12.15

Sponsored by the Family History Federation

Matthew McMaster
(UK)

Tracing Irish Family involved in the First World War

George Hall (UK)
Recorded session

One Place Study

Most families in the British Isles and beyond will likely have had
ancestors or relatives who fought during the First World War. In this
talk, Matthew presents how he navigates through the available military
records to build up the story of his Irish great-great uncles Samuel and
Matthew Sullivan. From joining the Ulster Volunteers in1913 to joining
‘Kitchener’s Army’ in the 36th Ulster Division, to one being captured as
a prisoner of war, he charts the journey his relatives took during that
turbulent period of history.
This presentation will discuss George’s experience in starting a One
Place Study and then writing his book. He will include helpful advice in
starting one place studies, to encourage younger people to engage
with the wider community.

12.15 - 13.00

BREAK

13.00 - 14.00

Matthew Abel &
Joe Saunders
Discussion (UK)

How Family History has Shaped my Career

Dai Davies (CN)
Talk
Break
Discussion

Beyond a Statement of Support: Creating Safer Communities

14.00 - 14:40
14:40 - 14:50
14.50 - 15.15

15.15-15.30

BREAK

15.30 - 16.30

Wanda Wyporska
& Janet Few

16.30-16.45

BREAK

17.00 - 18.00

Shaunese Luthy
(US) Recorded session

What's your Ancestor's F.A.N Club?

Elizabeth Hodges (US)

More than Names and Dates: Putting ‘History’ back into
Family History

and the Society of Genealogists

18.00 - 19.00

Joe Saunders is a freelance historical researcher, PhD student and family
history podcaster. Matthew Abel has worked in the heritage sector for over
a decade, from local history museums to national institutions such as Royal
Collection Trust and the Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A). In this session,
Joe and Matthew discuss how they each became interested in family
history at a young age and how this passion has shaped their individual
career paths within the broad field of heritage. They share some of the
advantages and challenges of working in their respective roles and
consider how their professions are continually evolving, before reflecting on
how their professional experiences have in turn influenced their family
history research. This session is particularly aimed at younger genealogists
who are considering their options for further/higher education, training or
employment and questions from the floor will be invited at the end.
Young people are members of the genealogy community and we’re
loud about the fact we belong and have an important role to play in the
field. Individuals/organizations constantly say they celebrate/accept
young genealogists, but how do we say that and show it? This talk
explores how to create safer community spaces for marginalized
genealogists. Dai bases his talk on his seven years of teaching
experience leading conversation-based first year university classes and
how he has worked toward creating safer learning spaces. He will show
how we can approach safer spaces through setting clear expectations,
developing trust, and reflecting on our actions.

Safe Space - conversation

F.A.N (Friends, Associates and Neighbours)
Using different records such as Censuses, Vitals, Land, Church, and
Probate will help create your ancestor’s F.A.N club. The importance of
creating a F.A.N club will be discussed.

When Elizabeth was a history major during her undergraduate degree,
she was repeatedly told that she would not find employment unless she
became an academic. In the end, she chose a different path. Both working
as an educator at the Lower East Side Tenement Museum to tell the
family stories of others within the wider context of history and eventually
becoming a librarian allowed her to continue to use her background in
history which ultimately strengthened her skills as a genealogy librarian.
This presentation will explore unique ways of leveraging a history
background in both personal research and employment opportunities.
19.00 - 19.15

BREAK

19.15 - 20.15

Industry Panel

Panel of industry stakeholders answering questions from
young genealogists and listening to their needs
Else Churchill (Society of Genealogists), Janet Few (Family History
Federation), Mary McKee (Findmypast) Laura House (Ancestry.com),
Daniel Horowitz (My Heritage), Lucy Browne (AGRA)

20.15

For booking see:
sog.org.uk/youthconference

SoG & FHF

Reflections and Farewell

If you are new to family history or wondering what genealogy is all about,
then come along and find out!
Cost £1.50 registration fee only. Places must be pre-booked via the SoG website.

