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taking a sideways look ot the past,
present and future

panded and the two other cottages
were incorporated. Lightburn sold the
premises in 1892 to Emily Charlwood
Barker, Richard Barker and Company,
brewers, of Huyton. Greenall Whitley
purchased it in 1920.
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COTTAGE HOME: |
The New Dev, |
originally one of three
cottages
JK301203DEVPUB-002

OLD AND NEW: Known as the
Devonshire Hotel for the best part of a
century and a half, the pub is now called
The New Dev. JK301203DEVPUB -001

A table, a
coin and a
lot of beer!

TIPPIT was one pub game which enjoyed

immense popularity at the Devonshire Hotel 1
in the late 1940s and throughout the 1950s.

1 was always under the impression that

tippit was played with a six-sided miniature
brass ingot which spun round on the table
like an old-fashioned top. The sides of this
device were numbered one to six and |
distinctly remember seeing a few of the pub
regulars spinning the thing on the games
table.

But was this a form of tippit? Not

according to former Dukesfielders I spoke to

this week who assured me that if such a

device was used at all it was hidden in a
player’s hand. This view is borne out by the
Oxford Dictionary which describes tippit ‘as
a game of chance in which an object hidden
in a player’s hand is to be detected’.

My Dukesfield friends tell me tippit was
usually played by six players - two teams of
three either side of the table - with one
team having to guess which of the three
other players was concealing the hidden
object when their closed hands were placed
on the table. However, they tell me they
always played this game with a coin,
normally a sixpence and not with the sort of
device 1 had in mind.

A colleague trawled through the Internet
for me and further investigation showed
that World Tippit Championships are still
held each Autumn at the Red Lion Inn in
Llanafan Fawr in Powys, Mid Wales, home to
the World Amateur Tippit Society. And they
describe tippit as ‘an ancient game played
by teams of three and involves a farthing, a
table and an awful lot of drinking!".

Incidentally, I was told by my old
Dukesfield friends that tippit was also
played at a number of other pubs in
Runcorn and Widnes.

But what was the game I saw being played
with a spinning, miniature ingot all those
years ago?

One chap told me he remembers such an
object being made by an ICI crafisman many
years back.
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