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A Gift to the Town 

National Grid has donated a makerõs plaque from the gasholder  on 

their Stewart Street site to the Crewe Heritage Centre. The plaque 

marks the construction of the gasholder in 1925 on a site involved 

with the gas industry since 1876. 

The plaque made the mile-long journey from the site to the Heritage  

Centre, where it was accepted by the Mayor, Councillor Benn 

Minshall. Speaking at the handover, Councillor Minshall welcomed 

the preservation of a piece of local industrial heritage; òWe are de-

lighted this piece of the townõs industrial past has been protected, 

and would like to thank National Grid for the donation. It is a small 

but significant part of our history.ó 

Gareth Taylor, Land Regeneration Manager at National Grid, said, 

òGasholders are an important part of our industrial heritage and 

during works like those at Stewart Street, we undertake detailed 

heritage recording of the gasholders, and always try to donate arti-

facts when we can. In this case, it is great to find a home for the 

plaque, so close to where it has stood for almost 50 years.ó 

(We also received a number of excellent opies of photographs and documents for which we are 

very grateful.) 

 

The gas supply for Crewe 

Of course, as with everything else, the Company supplied gas to Crewe when the town was 

born. The first gasworks built by the Grand Junction Railway in 1842-3 was in Lockitt Street 

and gas was supplied to anyone who needed it. Soon after the opening of the Steel Works  in 

1864 and the development of the west end of the town, a new gas works was built in Wistaston 

Road. Extensions took place between 1882-6, and the plant supplied the whole of Crewe.  

After 1900, a clause in the LNWR Act, enabled the Company to sell gas cooking and heating 

appliances and a local exhibition was held leading to more customers.  The question of the Bor-

ough buying the pipes also arose in 1900, when they refused to let the Company break up the 

streets to lay pipes and successfully opposed clauses in the LNWR Bills of 1903, 1904 and 1905 

to give the Company power to do this, but the dispute died down and things remained as they 

were  until gas was nationalised after World War 2 and then finally privatised. (Crewe Borough 

began to provide electricity from 1900 and from 1908, electric private lighting took an increas-

ing share of the output, and in 1932 a showroom was opened and the sale of appliances began.) 

 

 



Wartime Memories 

I was born in Poland. I had just completed my National Service when I was called back 

into the Polish army as my country prepared to fight the German invasion we knew 

was about to come. We were defeated by the Germans but escaped and joined the 

British forces and with the Polish Corps, fought through Italy alongside them.   

When the war was over, I came to Britain where the government passed an Act of 

Parliament allowing us to stay in Britain. I did not intend to stay and was sent to vari-

ous camps and at Doddington I took a course  and became one of the administrative 

officers, helping my fellow countrymen to settle. When the camps finally closed, I went 

for an interview at County Clothes, Crewe. Simon Ackerman took me on and I worked 

for him until I was 75, becoming a production engineer. 

While at the camps, I met the girl who was to become my wife. She had been taken 

from Poland when 17 to work in a munitions factory. Her brother had fought in the 

Polish Corps and come to England . We were allowed to bring in one other person and 

he asked for his sister to be found. Eventually, she was traced by the Red Cross and 

brought here. I helped to organise dances, and when I heard that there were Polish 

girls staying in a nearby camp, I went to invite them to come along. The Matron 

agreedñso long as we provided transport and got the young ladies back by 11 p.m. 

and that is where we met, all those years ago 

 

Jim Shenton 

Jim Shenton was born in Crewe and educated at Bedford Street School. As an apprentice electrician, he worked for Tom Con-

sterdine but left in 1939. In 1940, he was living with his parents in Wood Street and had begun working at Radway Green. He 

signed up with the RAF  in June as an electrician and was posted to Blackpool and Henley  for training, eventually sailing in a 

troopship for the Middle East via Africa, Palestine and Egypt. He served  for most of the time in India and Burma returning to Eng-

land early in 1945. Lily worked in Diamonds and they had met when he did an electrical job there. She lived at the Big Oak, in 

Groby Road, and  she joined the Land Army in 1943. 

Extracts from Jimõs diaries: 

Wednesday, 29th May:  War against France going very badly. 

Friday 31 May:                Germans push through France like hell. 

Sunday 9 June:          To Blackpool with Lilyñlast time, I wonder?  

Friday 14th June:            Decide to join the Navy at Hanley tomorrow 

Saturday 15 June          Joined the R.A.F. at Hanley.  

                                             (under ôMemorandaõ he has written:                                                                    

   No vacancy in the navy; take the next best.                                      

Monday 17th June:          French call for armistice. Things look very black. 

Wednesday 3 July:            Arrived at Cardington to attestõ Slept in a tent.  

Thursday 4 July:             Slept on Derby Station. Am an airman: number in the         

   R.A.F. 11685790. 

Sunday 1 September:       Blackberry picking. Last walk home with my Lily. 

Monday 2 September:      Arrived at Blackpool. Poor billets. 

Tuesday 3 September:     Received kit. Now abandon civilian life. Injections etc. 

 

The next few entries describe his training; first drills: õFeel sore, and some;õ  PT drills:  ôache all overñfeel a wreckõ  Further drill 
morning;;  Gas lecture on South Pier; Church Parade  - relaxed day. Inoculation, ôArm aches badly. Felt it all day, but  I can take it!õ 

ôArm now swollen but feel OK.õ Baths; no Parade. Rifle Drill. Pay Ã1. Shooting rangeñaverage shot.  
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A poster from WW2 to help people see the 

different nationalities that were fighting for 

Britain 


