ROY GOUGH
By Stuart Allen
Roy was born at 8 Spring Street on the 24th July 1936 to John Henry ('Jack') &
Norah Gough (née Ditchfield).
John came from a family of boat people. On the 1911 census, aged just 4 years old,
he can be found living on a barge moored in Burnley. After moving to Runcorn, he
worked for companies such as Bates, Richard Abel & Sons, the Mersey Dock and
Harbour board and the Manchester Ship Canal Company helping to operate the Old
Quay Swing Bridge. His mother found employment at the chemical works in
Rocksavage, Weston.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/497074947344500
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/866728620379129
Like myself, Roy's jobs throughout his life have put him in direct contact with the
people and streets of Runcorn - most useful if one is a local historian!
After leaving Holy Trinity School in the summer of 1951, he landed a job with the
Runcorn & Widnes Co-operative Society as a Butcher's Boy, in time becoming
Manager of a Co-op branch in Widnes. In 1963 he became a Bus Conductor with
Crosville, who then operated Runcorn's bus service, in Roy's words: "The best job I
ever had". After leaving Crosville in 1973 he returned to his former trade as a
butcher, working at several shops in town.
He was given his first camera at the age of 11 and, as his passion for photography
grew, set up his own dark room to develop films and print pictures. Since then he
has taken thousands of photographs, capturing images of Runcorn and beyond.
His photographs have been lent to many individuals, groups and organisations for
various projects, most famously to Bert Starkey, Runcorn's greatest historian, who
used them in his books to illustrate his text.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/472774253107903
Roy had incredible discretion with a camera, instinctively knowing which subjects
and scenes were important to photograph. For the most part his work is about both
capturing and championing the ordinary and the everyday, whether that be elderly
ladies out shopping, wet clothes hanging on washing lines in backyards, a street
cleaner sweeping leaves up off the street, a postman on his delivery or a tanker
making its way up Greenway Road. Why do Roy's photographs make these simple,
everyday things appear beautiful and full of meaning and value? Because secretly,
they are so, and his pictures remind us of that.

Roy has been involved with many local charities and projects such as The Runcorn
Locks Restoration Society, The Runcorn Family History Society and Halton Heritage
Partnership.
Although he is also a great local historian, it is ultimately his extraordinary, jawdropping photographs that Roy will be remembered for. The archive of Runcorn's
history that we now possess would be inestimably poorer without Roy Gough's work.
I will be producing a blue heritage plaque to honour Roy in the near future.
This article is dedicated to Gill Beavon.
My thanks to:
Roy Gough.
Mike Ryder, Dave Cloherty, Tanya Gough and Aimee Louise Brandy.
Raymond G. Barber.
Paul Wright from the Disused Stations group.
http://www.disused-stations.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1730959503584733/
Linda Wilding, former Group Leader of The Runcorn Family History Society.
Alex Cowan, Archivist with The Runcorn & District Historical Society.
Peter Blackmore, Vice-Chairman of The Runcorn & District Historical Society.
The Runcorn & District Historical Society meet on the first Friday of every month at
the Church Hall, St John's Church in Weston at 7.30 p.m. New faces are always
welcome. It is only £2 for guests to get in on the night or £12 for a full year's
membership.
http://www.runcornhistsoc.org.uk/
The Runcorn Family History Society meet on the first Wednesday of every month at
Churchill Hall in Cooper Street at 7.30 p.m. New faces are always welcome. It is only
£2.50 for guests to get in on the night.
https://www.fhsc.org.uk/about-the-group-runcorn-2

Roy Gough the greatest documenter of Runcorn’s history on film that we have ever produced.
Photograph courtesy of Aimee Louise Brandy.

Roy at Runcorn Hill in July 2016.
Ever since Roy became interested in photography and received his first camera at
the age of 11, he has carried one around with him at all times.
'When I was boy Runcorn was a vibrant town and the streets were always very busy
We had a wonderful selection of shops which had a vast array of goods and services
on offer. In Church Street alone there were at least five shoe shops, a large number
of butchers and clothes shops (both for ladies and gentlemen), and a good selection
of furniture shops, electrical stores and music shops.
'So busy was Runcorn back then that even if one lived, for example, in Greenway
Road, Halton Road or Dukesfield, one had hardly any reason to venture into the
town centre as almost every shop one could need was on your doorstep.
'By the early 1960s, I think there was a genuine need for a new town. We were
having a little trouble then as all of our major industries were no more - the tanning
industry, of course, being the last to collapse because of the pressure from cheaper,
manmade substitutes for leather. There was only the chemical industry at Weston
Point left really.
'I made friends with a lot of the peple who moved to Runcorn with the New Town
developments, a lot of whom came to work at the Crosville. Oh yes, they were a
grand bunch with a lovely sense of fun and humour. I have to say that I enjoyed (and
continue to enjoy) Runcorn Shopping City and I still love Runcorn. I could not live
anywhere else'.
- Roy Gough.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/690249424693717
Photograph courtesy of Aimee Louise Brandy.

Roy's father, John ('Jack') Henry Gough, aged 17, poses for his photograph in a
professional studio.
He was born on the 7th March 1907.
Although John's father was a boatman, and John himself worked in many jobs
connected with the waterways throughout his life, on the 1939 Electoral Register he
is listed as a Heavy Chemical Process Worker.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Roy's mother and father outside their home at 8 Spring Street in 1949.
The picture was taken with the Conway Box Camera and is one of Roy's first
photographs.

Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Roy was born here at 8 Spring Street.
It was a very small street that connected Ellesmere Street to Penketh's Lane.
Street works notices were served on the 2nd February 1893 and the street was
adopted on the 3rd September 1896. Spring Street is first shown on a map of
Runcorn from 1897.
Plans were rejected for 1 cottage on the 1st July 1865 but by 1880 there were 9
houses in the street. Most of the street had disappeared by 1971 and the rest of it
had done so with the re-development of housing in this area in the mid-1970s.
The house to the rear of the picture is in Penketh's Lane.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Roy (back) aged about 15 with his mother, father and younger sister Pauline in 1950
at his uncle's pub The Boar's Head in Willow Street, Oswestry.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Roy on his wedding day outside Elllesmere Street Methodist Chapel in February
1958.
The chapel was opened in 1850 by the Wesleyan Association, which became part of
the United Methodist Free Churches in 1857, and of the United Methodist Church in
1907. It closed in 1958, and was subsequently sold to the Runcorn Development
Corporation. The society then united with that of Runcorn St. Paul's Chapel on High
Street to form the Society of St. Paul's with Ellesmere Street.
Methodism is the oldest and historically most important denomination of Protestant
Christianity in Runcorn. It has inspired some of the most prominent men that have
shaped our town, most notably Thomas Hazlehurst, who was a prominent soap and

alkali manufacturer as well as being a generous benefactor to the town. Thomas built
many new chapels such as Camden Methodist Chapel in Lowlands Road, Halton
Trinity Methodist Chapel in Halton Village, Halton Road Methodist Chapel, and the
largest and most beautiful of all, St Paul's Chapel on High Street.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/567100987008562
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/807427019642623
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/1035210096864313
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Roy with his wife Joan at Runcorn Hill in July 2017.
They were married in 1958, the last wedding in fact to be conducted at the Ellesmere
Street Methodist Chapel.

Photograph courtesy of Aimee Louise Brandy.

Roy in 1966 next to the Bridgewater Canal, near the Crosville garage, with a small
boat he owned with his brother-in-law.
To help you to get your bearings, out of shot to Roy's right now stands the Ten Lock
Flight public house.
The streets in the background are Penketh's Lane, Ellesmere Street and so on.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/videos/994461350939188/

Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Roy working at Doris Coles butchers in Church Street in 1989.
Roy worked at several other butchers including those belonging to the Runcorn &
Widnes Co-operative Society, Kwik Save, Ken Williams (on Greenway Road) and
Sherwin's.
'I started work in the Pork Department for The Runcorn & Widnes Co-operative
Society in Public Hall Street. That department was responsible for supplying all the
other local Co-op stores with the meat produce they needed such as pork, pork
sausages, boiled ham, brawns and black puddings. I would start at 6 in the morning
and finish at 5 - hard work but enjoyable and fascinating all the same'.
- Roy Gough.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Roy having his har cut at Gilbert's, 82 Greenway Road in the mid-1970s.
I am currently producing a series called 'Runcorn's Shops, Restaurants, Businesses
Etc' and Gilbert's may very well form one episode in it.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Roy's first photograph, taken from his bedroom window in Spring Street in 1949.
On the left are the backs of houses in Ellesmere Street; the sheds belonging to the
Camden Tannery are to the right. In the centre of the picture can be seen the roof of
the Crosville bus garage on Broadway, built in 1942, where Roy would work when he
grew up.
In terms of technique and historical subject matter, many adult local historians would
be happy to have taken this photograph which was only an early attempt from a
young boy.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

A scene from a Bridgewater Boat Rally in the 1950s.
The sheds of the Camden Tannery dominate the picture. All of our four major
tanneries - the Camden, Highfield, Astmoor and Puitan - were sited along the
Bridgewater Canal.
Thr Brindley Theatre now stands on this spot.
The site had originally been home to Hazlehurst's soap works. Established in 1816
by Thomas Hazlehurst Snr., the business would be continued after his death in 1842
by his four sons: Charles, Thomas, John and William.
Best remembered for their beautifully packaged, award-winning soaps, they became
part of the United Alkali Co. in 1890, along with 47 other British chemical works
including the Runcorn Soap & Alkali Co. The business was ultimately sold to Lever
Bros. in 1911.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/490912521294076
Following this link will lead you to a superb article by Dr Peter Vardy about the
Hazlehursts, their great rivals the Johnson brothers, and the soap/chemical industry

in Runcorn.
http://www.runcornhistsoc.org.uk/hazlehurst/hazlehurst_index.html
On the 4th January 1916 the land and property belonging to Hazlehurst's was sold to
Robert Posnett - a hugely influential man in Runcorn, more of whom in a future
article - for £10,000 and these were sold on by him for the same amount to the
Camden Tanning Company on 27th September 1918.
The Camden tannery later came under the umbrella of the (larger) Highfield Tannery
and at one point they were producing 12,500 hides per week between them.
Tanning was dirty, smelly, hard work, yet speak to many people who once worked in
our tanneries and they will tell you that it was thoroughly rewarding with a great
camaraderie between employees who also shared an active social life after work
hours.
As Roy stated earlier in this article, the tanneries closed because of competition from
cheaper, man-made substitutes for leather, the Highfield Tannery being the last to
close.
I will be producing an article in the future about our tanneries and once it is complete
I will provide a link to it from here.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

The backs of the houses in Spring Street in the mid-1970s, just before demolition.
Roy is standing in Penketh's Lane.
His bedroom was on the house to the far right of the three in Spring Street, in the
centre of the picture. He took his first photograph from this window.
The debate about the clearance of old houses has become intense over the last fifty
years or so. There are many people (myself included) who believe the wholesale
clearance of housing in places such as Runcorn and Liverpool was a complete
disaster and that communities would have been best served by the careful
renovation of run-down properties. However, many others argue that the housing
stock was in such poor condition that only demolition and rebuilding would be
enough to improve living standards.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Beautiful photograph of Gill Beavon, Roy's daughter, at a drinking fountain at The
Heath Park near Moughland Lane in 1973.
Gill sadly lost her battle with cancer earlier this year.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

A Road Sweeper known to Roy only as Tom sweeping Salisbury Street in the early
1980s. Greenway Road is to the right of the picture.

Does anyone reading this remember his surname? I would be very grateful to you.
The shop to the left of the picture at 114 Greenway Road is now a
newsagent/general store owned by a lovely guy named Tommy Byrne and his
partner Carrie Doyle.
'Siddhartha said to the ferryman: "This is a beautiful life you have chosen for
yourself. It must be beautiful to live by this water and cruise on it every day"
'With a smile, the ferryman replied: "It is beautiful, as you say Sir, but is not every
life, every work, beautiful?"
- 'Siddhartha', Hermann Hesse.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Another lovely shot of Tom the Road Sweeper on Greenway Road Bridge which
spans the railway track just before the trains enter Runcorn Railway Station. Part of
this wall collapsed last year and had to rebuilt.
'Times were very hard, and how my father's business continued I will never know. It
was the practice of steam trains leaving Runcorn Station to fire their engines as they
passed beyond the bridge at Greenway Road, and sparks would often fly off into the

air, causing fires at the nursery. One such fire destroyed the entire nursery, and in
those days there wasn't any compensation, you just had to start all over again, which
was exactly what we did'.
- Ruby Stathers.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/883941755324482
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Ray Miller, former Editor of The Runcorn Weekly News, outside Gilbert's barbershop
at 82 Greenway Road in the early 1980s.
I used this photograph in a couple of my articles: the Runcorn & Widnes Transporter
Bridge and its successor the Silver Jubilee Bridge.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/664008200651173

https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/785766505142008
Roy ran a very popular local history column in the Runcorn Weekly News which is
greatly missed as I am sure many people will agree with me.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Mrs Briggs and Mrs Ashley in front of Ken Williams' butchers at 72 Greenway Road
in the early 1980s.

Mrs Ashley and her husband Thomas were the final landlords of The Cleveland
Hotel from 1940 until its closure in 1958. The pub was established in 1863 as the
Greenway Vaults, taking its name from its location on the corner of Greenway Road
and Lowlands Road. This spot was nicknamed 'Pneumonia Corner' as it was one of
the coldest and draughtiest places in Runcorn. The pub was named The Greenway
Hotel from at least 1885, and by 1896 it had become The Cleveland Hotel.
Bought by Greenall Whitley in 1920, they sold it to Cheshire County Council in 1958
who needed the area for the approach roads for Runcorn Road Bridge (renamed the
Silver Jubilee Bridge in 1977).
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/785766505142008
Despite much digging about I was unfortunately unable to discover the origins of the
name The Cleveland Hotel.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/517748041943857
Mrs Briggs on the other hand was a staunch Methodist lady who attended St Paul's
Church on Russell Road in Weston Point. St Paul's was built to replace the
Methodist Chapel on Sandy Lane which had closed in 1970.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/567100987008562
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough

Milkman John ('Jack' or 'Chuck') Woodier and Gertie Waterworth pose for Roy in
Greenway Road in the early 1980s.
One of the two chapels which once stood in Runcorn Cemetery can be seen to the
right of the picture.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/737573706627955
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

From left to right: Ronnie Owen, Bob Bazley and Jack Bazley.
These gentlemen maintained the grounds at St Michael's Church on Greenway
Road, in front of which building they are here photographed in the early 1980s.
I am currently producing a series called 'Runcorn's Churches and Chapels - Past
Present' and St Michaels' will form one episode in it.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

. Tanker making its way up Greenway Road c.1971.
The building almost out of shot to the front-right of the picture is the Primitive
Methodist Chapel. Established in 1871, it was adjacent to its Sunday School. The
chapel closed in 1970 and was demolished in the mid-1970s along with the rest of
the buildings in this area to make way for a new road system for the Silver Jubilee
Bridge.
On the left side of the road is Clare & Ryder's plumbing/painting/hardware store.
Frederick Clare & Latham Ryder were local house builders. Many road names in
Runcorn record them and their family connections such as Latham Avenue, Duncan
Avenue, Roland Avenue and Claremont Road.
At the end of that side of Greenway Road is Le Coq D'Or snack bar.
At the time of writing, the roundabout in the photograph is about to be reintroduced.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Lovely photograph of postman Fred King on delivery in Greenway Road c.1978. The
shop in the background is Ken Williams' butchers at number 72. Roy Gough worked
at this butchers for 19 years. The building is now used by the RalphlovesDaisy Nail,
Brow & Lash Boutique.
A postman myself, I can tell you that the job has changed beyond recognition since
Fred walked the streets on his delivery.

Fred's duty was called 18 Duty - Newtown.
With the opening of the Bridgewater Canal to Runcorn in 1776, and the Industrial
Revolution which began around the same time, the population of our once scenic,
peaceful, riverside health resort rose dramatically. Workers and their families flocked
here in their thousands from places such as the Lake District, Lancashire and North
Wales to seek work in the sandstone quarries, tanneries, shipyards, chemical
industry and so on.
An area of new housing was built near Greenway Road to accommodate this huge
influx of people to the town. It would include streets such as Shaw Street, Fox Street,
Eaton Street, Albert Street etc. The area was named, ironically enough, Newtown.
Today, it is 17 Duty - Ivy Street, paired with 22 Duty - Norman Road, and the whole
delivery is worked by two postmen sharing a van.
At the time this photograph was taken, Fred could very often have got his whole
delivery in just that one bag. Today, with the increase in delivery size and the
massive rise in online shopping, the same duty requires perhaps 8, 9 or 10 bags to
complete (and the same for 22 Duty).
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

The butcher Ken WIlliams at work in his shop in 72 Greenway Road c.1978.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Bus Conductor Walter Booth stands in front of a Crosville double-decker bus in the
late 1960s.
The J19 service which ran from Cypress Grove to the Railway Station via Town Hall
Estate every 15 minutes.
When Crosville did away with bus conductors Walter became involved in the
maintenance of the buses, and when the depot on Broadway closed in 1975 he
became a cleaner at the new bus depot on Beechwood Avenue until his retirement.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Bus Driver Tommy Birkenhead in the late 1960s.
Roy remembers Tommy as a man who was very good at his job but had a short
temper with other road users.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Bus Driver John Worrall in the late 1960s.
'John was a dear friend of mine. We would swap turns so that we could work
together on the same bus'.
- Roy Gough.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Tom Newall and Martha Coles in the canteen at the Crosville Bus Depot on
Broadway in the late 1960s.
'Tom was a great bus driver - very fast. He was ideal on the 15-minute services but I
had to keep holding him back on the longer runs. Martha was a 'Clippie' (a female
Bus Conductor) when I joined Crosville in 1963 but she ended up working in the
canteen until her retirement'.
- Roy Gough.
Incidentally, the road that the Ten Lock Flight public house now stands on, the
former site of the Crosville depot, has been named Crosville Way - a nice touch by
Halton Borough Council.

Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

A busy scene at the goods yard at Runcorn Railway Station in 1959.
A W.D. 2-8-0 locomotive is shunting wagons.
The War Department (WD) 'Austerity' 2-8-0 was a type of heavy freight steam
locomotive that was introduced in 1943 for war service. A total of 935 were built,
making this one of the most-produced classes of British steam locomotive.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

(Richard) Lea & Sons ironmongers at 12 High Street in the 1950s with the manager
of the store at that time, John Forshaw, at the entrance. This junction of High Street
and Church Street was nicknamed 'Lea's Corner'.
Our Winged Wheel can be seen to the top-right of the picture, just above the original
street sign for Church Street. On a recent visit to the Wirral Transport Musem in
Birkenhead, I came across this wheel which was produced by the Cyclists' Touring
Club. Founded in 1878, they are the first and oldest touring club in the world.
It was not until 1888 that the Club devised and placed their cast-iron 2ft-diameter
wheels on buildings as evidence that they were ‘CTC appointments' - a kind of early
cycling equivalent of the AA's star rating system.

The wheels were quite expensive to manufacture (next to nothing is known of exactly
where they were made) and probably even more so to distribute and affix. They date
from the era when the bicycle was the fastest form of road transport, that brief period
following its maturity as an invention and before it was superseded by the motor car.
The new 'safety bicycle' of the 1880s and 90s increased the popularity of cycling
among the richer and more leisured professional classes, making it more accessible
to those who had been unwilling or unable to use the earlier High Ordinaries (PennyFarthings). The expectations of this class were higher, and their influence and
spending power carried weight. They demanded, and got, a system of hotel/inn
grading and discounts.
Great emphasis was placed on the inclusion of temperance hotels, which offered
alternatives to 'the demon drink', an important social issue at that time. A Winged
Wheel remains on Sykes House, Askrigg, which was for a period a temperance
hotel.
In parallel with these appointments came the appearance of the CTC Handbook, an
impressive volume in which hoteliers paid for inclusion. Appointments were also
made for `Repairers', and this is now a very rare badge - the Runcorn Winged Wheel
shown here is such a badge.
The Cyclists' Touring Club exist today as Cycling UK, who are the UK’s oldest,
national cycling charity.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/942817882770202
To the left is the beautiful St Paul's Methodist Chapel. It was built on land given by
Thomas and Charles Hazlehurst, members of a prominent family soap and alkali
business (discussed earlier) whose home and factory were based next to it. The
foundation stone was laid on the 12th July 1864 and the chapel was opened on the
13th November 1866.
It was the largest Methodist Chapel in the Liverpool District and the cost, £8,000,
was met entirely by Thomas Hazlehurst.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/490912521294076
In style it was Italianate with a colonnaded stone facade, and its balconies and
towers were surmounted by domes. It was one of the few buildings of real
architectural distinction in Runcorn. It also had perfect acoustics and was frequently
used for concerts and, having a powerful organ, for recitals.
The chapel was illuminated by gas chandeliers suspended from an elegant panelled
ceiling. The front of the gallery contained elaborate scroll work in white and gold on a
purple background giving a very rich appearance.

The building was sadly demolished in 1969, attendances at services at Methodist
Chapels at that time having fallen to an average of just eight people. The site is now
occupied by St. Paul's Health Centre, so at least the name lives on, if not the
building. Only the front railings and steps survived the demolition - they became a
Grade II listed building on the 22nd October 1993.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Opened in 1852, Norton Station was situated on the Birkenhead, Lancashire &
Cheshire Joint Railway’s (BLCJR) Warrington and Chester line which opened on the
31st October 1850. Norton Station did not open with the line but following a serious
railway accident that took place in the Sutton Tunnel on the 30th April 1851 a report
by Captain R. E. Laffan recommended that a station be opened at each end of the
tunnel and that they be linked together by electric telegraph. Norton was the station
provided at the northern end.
The station at Norton first appeared in the public timetable in March 1852.
The station's main facilities were located in a two-storey brick building that you can

see in the photograph. The building was then rendered so as to give a smooth finish.
It provided booking and waiting facilities and it also incorporated a Station Master's
house. On the other platform there was a simple brick waiting shelter.
Norton Station had no goods facilities.
At the time of opening Norton Station was served by trains that ran between
Warrington and Chester and onward to Birkenhead.
On the 1st August 1859 the BLCJR became the Birkenhead Railway but within a
matter of months it was taken over jointly by the Great Western Railway (GWR) and
the London North Western Railway (LNWR) as the Birkenhead Joint Railway on the
1st January 1860. The GWR used the line through Norton as a means of access to
Manchester via Warrington and lines belonging to the LNWR. Norton Station
however remained very much a local facility.
In the early years of the 20th Century Norton was known for its fine floral displays
which were created by its staff. In 1923 the LNWR share in the joint line passed to
the London Midland and Scottish Railway (LMS) who absorbed the former company
as part of the ‘grouping’ of the country’s many railway companies into four large
organisations. The GWR retained its own identity. On the 20th March 1926 Norton
was renamed as Norton Cheshire but the Cheshire was dropped c.1932 and the
station reverted to being just Norton.
Norton Station was in a fairly isolated location so it was never very busy. It did not
survive long after the nationalisation of Britain’s railway in 1948, closing on the 1st
September 1952.
The line through the station site remained busy with both local and long distance
passenger services and a steady stream of goods trains. In the early 1960s the land
around Norton station was designated to become part of Runcorn New Town. By the
1980s there was much residential development close to the line and the Runcorn
Development Corporation decided that a new station should be built. They provided
funding for a station but rather than re-opening Norton, a new facility was built
slightly to the south-west. The new station was named Runcorn East and opened on
the 3rd October 1983.
The platforms at Norton Station are no longer extant but the station building is still in
situ and in use as a private residence.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Missioner William Shaw's MIssion House on Station Road awaiting demolition in the
1950s.
The building had cost £1,460 to build, plus £100 for furnishings. It could
accommodate 250 people.
William was born in Upton-upon-Severn, Worcestershire on the 16th September
1842. He worked on local canal boats before going to sea at just eleven years of age
as a cabin boy. He later joned the Royal Navy serving on HMS SARACEN and
subsequently HMS PIONEER. He was discharged in 1863.
William joined the Liverpool City Police Force in 1864, and was posted to the River
Police in 1865.
He married Mary Quayle on the 6th August 1865 at St John's Church, Liverpool (the
church was demolished in 1898. It stood within the area now occupied by St
George's Gardens).
Already a member of a Bible class, he and Mary joined a band of Mission workers
under the supervision of the Vicar of St. James' Church, Toxteth Park. It was during
this period that the seeds of his fruitful later missionary work in Runcorn were sown.

By the time William and Mary arrived in Runcorn in 1875, they had had six children Richard, William, Philip, Joseph (b.1871, d.1871, aged 4 months), Ann and Mary and his wife was carrying their seventh, Joseph. They would go on to produce
James, Rebecca, George (b.1880, d.1880, aged 6 months), Elizabeth, Florence and
Edith.
It was the vicar of St James' Church who offered William the position of establishing
a new branch of the Mersey Mission to Seamen in Runcorn. William began his work
in a disused mission house within the Customs House at Bottom Locks (now
demolished), formerly known as St Peter's Mission. William's ministry would
ultimately move to this new Mission House on Station Road which was built in 1891.
Following the death of his wife in 1913, he was remarried on 13th April 1914, to Mary
Hulme (née Warmsley) at the Parish Church in Wigan.
William died on the 4th June 1926. His death was met with great sadness in the town
and large numbers of mourners lined his funeral route. William Shaw gave his life to
serving and helping others, particularly those less fortunate than himself.
Local historian Bert Starkey once wrote that if ever a man deserved to be
remembered it was William Shaw.
I refer people who are interested in reading more about the life and work of
Missioner William Shaw to these two superb essays by David Sterry, of The Runcorn
& District Historical Society:
'The Story of William Shaw: Runcorn's Renowned MIssioner 1842-1926'.
http://www.runcornhistsoc.org.uk/Shaw/william_shaw.html
'Man on a Mission: The Life and Work of William Shaw (1842-1926)'. Unfortunately
this essay is not online. It was featured in a Cheshire Local History Association book
(No.50, 2010-2011). It is available to purchase here:
http://www.cheshirehistory.org.uk/chold.html
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Charlie Atkins, one of the last Runcorn boatmen, on the Bridgewater Canal at
Preston Brook in 1968 on his narrowboat MENDIP, his home for over 25 years.
One should not romanticise life on these narrowboats. It was a very tough,
demanding and, at times, unfair way of life, as can be seen from every line on
Charlie's toughened, tanned, weather-beaten face.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/650660311985962
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

The original Bethesda Church on High Street beautifully photographed here in the
1960s by Roy.
The church was built from local red sandstone in 1835, and was officially opened on
the 29th September of that year. The building costs of £6,000 were met by John
Tomkinson, a prominent quarry owner who owned sandstone quarries at Weston
and Mill Brow.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/715974958787830
Bethesda stood on High Street, between Vicar Street and Alcock Street. It could
accommodate about 700 worshippers.
In 1843 the walls and railings in front of the church were set back as part of the
widening of High Street.
A Sunday School room was added in Vicar Street in 1861. This was used by several
clubs and for various activities. Twice a year, the Runcorn & Widnes Co-operative
Society would use the room to pay out the half-yearly 'divi'.
The interior of the chapel was destroyed by fire originating in the organ loft in 1891,

at a cost of £6,000. Six men were injured in the fire, two firemen severely so, by a
falling gallery.
The manse for the church was at one time 37 Oxford Road.
When one looks back at old sandstone buildings in Runcorn such as Bethesda
Church, they very often appear black or dark-coloured in photographs, rather than
the red colour of the famous 'Runcorn Red/Pink' sandstone it was built with. This
was a consequence of, in some cases, over a century of industrial grime. One has
only to look at the Old Police Station - which was cleaned up in 1996 - to realise how
lovely Bethesda Church must have been when it was first built.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/471303949921600
The church was demolished in 1975, and the bus station now stands on the site.
This church will form a future episode in my series 'Runcorn's Churches and Chapels
- Past & Present'.
A new Bethesda Church opened in Palacefields during the New Town
developments.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/946943885690935
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Beautiful photograph of washing drying at the rear of houses in Grove Street (to the
left) and Speakman Street (right) looking towards Waterloo Road in the 1960s. Roy
took the shot from the approach road to the Jubilee Bridge.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/785766505142008
The photograph could quite easily be a screenshot from a Kitchen Sink movie of the
1960s.
GROVE STREET.
Grove Street was built on land owned by Philip Whiteway, a shipbuilder and
merchant who lived at Grove House, hence the name of the street.
The street was adopted on the 3rd September 1896 and appears on a map of
Runcorn from 1897. It linked/links Waterloo Road to Handley Street.
A notice to sewer the street was issued on the 2nd June 1892, and another to make
good the street was issued on the 2nd February 1893.

In 1880 there were 11 houses - all odd numbers, there has only ever been one row
of houses in the street.
SPEAKMAN STREET.
The street was named after the shipbuilder Philip Speakman. It was built on land
once owned by Philip Whiteway, who was also a shipbuilder.
Planning was approved to build 11 cottages on the 4th March 1886 and a further 4
cottages on the 7th March 1889.
Street Works Notices were served on the 2nd February 1893.
The street was adopted on the 3rd September 1896, and is shown on a map from
the following year.
Speakman Street originally ran from Waterloo Road to Handley Street but a small
section from the top of the street was demolished to make way for the approach road
for the Jubilee Bridge in the late 1950s.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/482889762096352
To the top-right of the picture can just be seen the former Technical Institute on
Waterloo Road. It was built by public subscription in 1894 and was opened on the
31st August 1895 by Sir John Brunner, who had contributed £1,000 towards the cost
of the building and equipping the laboratories, as well as laying the foundation stone.
From 1902 until 1949 it accommodated Runcorn County Grammar School, after
which time staff and pupils moved to the new grammar school at Helsby. The
building was demolished in 2015.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Waterloo Road at Top Locks in the mid-1960s.
To the left of the picture is the Sewer Gas Destructor Lamp just discussed.
Robert Greig's (centre) were established in 1923 in rented buildings owned by The
Waterloo Hotel. They moved across Watoerloo Road to the premises shown in the
photograph which became known as Grieg's Buildings. - they were actually former
stables for horses used to tow boats along the Bridgewater Canal (out of shot behind
the photographer). Grieg's made industrial textiles such as tarpaulins, flags and sails
for ships and boats. They would move to the former Mariner's Mission Church on
Irwell Lane in 1975 and more recently to Picow Farm Road.
To the right of the picture is the former Welsh Chapel in Rutland Street. At the time
of its closure in March 2001, it was one of the oldest Welsh language congregations
in the Mersey area. The chapel had opened in 1856 after moving from their previous
base in King Street. The building is now two private dwellings.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/1035210096864313
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Another beautfiul photograph, this time of five narrowboats belonging to the
Anderton Canal Carrying Company tied up at the canal basin at Top Locks in an icy
Bridgewater Canal at Top Locks in February 1968.
'I was well known anyway for stopping the bus mid-route whenever I felt the need to
take an important photograph - much to the annoyance of drivers hahaha. One day
in 1968, on the J9 service, I saw five narrow boats tied up. Now, I had a real interest
in narrowboats so I rang the emergency stop bell five times, stepped off the bus onto
Waterloo Bridge and got my shots.
'The boats had belonged to the Willow Wren Company who had been taken over by
Alan Galley in 1967 and given a new name: the Anderton Canal Carrying Company.
I spent the next four years photographing them until the end of their service in 1972,
which was the real end of commercial carrying in our area.
'The boats would travel to Runcorn on many Saturday mornings to allow the people
who live on board them to do their shopping, or perhaps to visit the cinema or a
public house. They would then return to Preston Brook the following morning where
they were based.
'My father, grandfather and grandmother had worked on boats on the Leeds &
Liverpool Canal until they moved to Runcorn. My father then worked for companies
like Bates, Richard Abel and the Mersey Dock and Harbour board'.
- Roy Gough.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

The same scene at Top Locks in 1968 from a different angle.
There is a lot to discuss in this picture, so let us proceed without further ado.
The Bridgewater Canal from Manchester to Runcorn was finally completed in 1776.
At the Runcorn end, the principal landowner, Sir Richard Brooke of Norton Priory,
held up completion for many years as he didn't want the canal passing through his
estate. Before the Bridgewater Canal reached Preston Brook, about five miles from
Runcorn, the Trent and Mersey Canal was also under construction. The Act of 1766
for the Trent & Mersey Canal, which the Duke of Egerton was also involved in,
included a provision empowering him to change the route of his canal from the
junction at Preston Brook to a point at Runcorn Gap, a more convenient point for
barges to proceed on the tideway, after descending by a flight of ten locks (which is
how our pub, Ten Lock Flight, got its name). Whilst the Runcorn end of his canal was
being completed, the Duke would sometimes reside at the beautiful Bridgewater
House, which still stands.
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=522595831459078&set=pcb.5218054648
71448&type=3&theater
The Bridgewater Canal was transferred to the Bridgewater Navigation Company in
1872, by whom they were sold in 1887 to the Manchester Ship Canal Company. The
canal is now owned and operated by The Bridgewater Canal Company Limited, part
of The Peel Group, in conjunction with the Bridgewater Canal Trust.
To the left of the picture is Runcorn's sole example of a Sewer Gas Destructor Lamp.

Old sewers were often badly laid out and poorly vented, so there was always a
danger of disease (or even explosion) from methane and fetid stagnant gases which
could build up in the system. Sewer Gas Destructor Lamps were invented in 1894 by
Joseph Edmund Webb of Birmingham, and his invention was patented in 1895. His
idea was to vent dangerous and inflammable methane gas directly from the
underground sewer mains up through the lamppost where it would be burned at the
top to produce light. He thus turned a social danger into something productive. The
lamps would remain lit all day as well as through the night.
I am delighted that Halton Borough Council have acted upon my request to have our
lamp restored and relit using electricity. They have asked me to put together the text
for an information board which will soon be installed next to the lamp.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/480183402366988
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/934256693626321
To the right of the lamp is The Waterloo Hotel. The pub was named after the Battle
of Waterloo which took place in 1815 in which the British army, under the command
of the Duke of Wellington, defeated the French army led by Napoleon. This iconic
building was built in the 1830s and became The Waterloo Hotel c.1840. The pub
closed in 2012, and the building is home to the Wat Phra Singh UK Buddhist Temple
and Meditation Centre.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/479841069067888
As lovely and as fascinating as this picture is, there is a campaign gaining
momentum by the day which far outweighs in importance anything in this
photograph: Unlock Runcorn. As much as I love Runcorn's history, I am much more
concerned with her present and her future.
There were once two lines of locks on this canal that ran from Waterloo Bridge (to
Roy's left). The 'old line' of locks used to run from the bridge down to the River
Mersey/Manchester Ship Canal at Bottom Locks, near Bridgewater House. Opened
in 1772, It consisted of ten double staircase locks. This line of locks fell into disuse in
the late 1930s and they were closed under the Ship Canal Act of 1949 and
subsequently filled in. Such was the increase in commercial traffic using the 'old line'
of locks that a 'new line' was opened in 1828. It ran from the bridge through what is
today the Lockfield estate and terminated at Runcorn Docks. The Ship Canal Act of
1966 allowed the closure and filling in of these locks.
Now then, the goal of Unlock Runcorn is to reinstate the 'old line' of locks thus
creating two new canal cruising rings - one will take in the River Weaver and the
Anderton Boat Lift, and the other will involve the Shropshire Union Canal. Here is a
link to their website:

http://www.unlockruncorn.org/
Their Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/unlockruncorn/
Their promotional video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlgMcOIpVhY
If Unlock Runcorn is successful, and the former line of locks is reopened, the hope is
that many boat people will travel into Runcorn, bringing custom and wealth into the
town centre. It is a very worthy cause and I would urge anyone who can get involved
with it to please do so. It is wonderful to think that the Duke of Bridgewater's canal
could once again become very important to us.
The following links might also be of interest to some:
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/732752047110121
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/743946882657304
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/747271915658134
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Children playing in Cawley Street (off Norman Road) in the early 1970s.
Cawley Street is where Roy now lives. It was named after the Reverend James
Cawley who was with Runcorn Parish Church in the mid-19th Century, just before it
was demolished and replaced with the present All Saints' Church. He was also a
Runcorn Improvement Commissioner from 1852 until 1859. There is a reference to
the street in the Minutes of the Runcorn Improvement Commissioners dated the 4th
May 1893 which refers to 8 cottages on a new street off Norman Road to be called
Cawley Street.
An even earlier reference to Cawley Street appears in the Minutes of the Highway
Surveyors dated the 27th March 1843 - perhaps another street had been earmarked
for the new name, thus explaining the 50- year gap.

Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Harry Braverman walking his Jack Russell terrier in the snow at Runcorn Hill in the
late 1970s.
Harry's grandfather, Benjamin Braverman, and his wife Lisa, were a Jewish couple
who had emigrated from Russia and settled in Runcorn where they established a
furniture store at 58a High Street. Benjamin, who also made furniture, subsequently
passed the store on to his son, Myer, who, in turn, passed it on to his younger
brother, Harry.
Harry retired in 1991. He had also been a Director at Runcorn Association Football
Club.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/543016049417056
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/487266678325327
By the 1920s, the several sandstone quarries at Runcorn Hill had been worked out.
The area was planted up with trees and heathers that were known to be able to
survive the free-draining sandy soil. Footpaths were also added and, as with the
creation of Rock Park, the transformation of the area into a place of natural beauty
created work for many people during a time of acute unemployment. The result is the
lovely heathland that exists today.

https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/715974958787830
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/741887929529866
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/490135948038400
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

John Goulden, founder member of the Halton Miniature Railway Society,
photographed by Roy in the summer of 1986.
The miniature railway on Stockham Lane is one of Runcorn's little gems. It was
officially opened in 1979 by then Mayor of Halton, Edwin Gleave, and was built on
the former site of Lower Greenhouse Farm. The railway has been operating for
almost 40 years thanks to the love and commitment of the 20 or so members of the
Halton Miniature Railway Society who run and maintain it. It is known and respected
throughout the world by enthusiasts of miniature railways.
It was built in four stages over about four years, the original plan being to run from
the Stockham Lane station across the Town Park to a station on Norton Lane, rather
than the present roughly oblong-shaped route. Indeed, one initial plan was to extend
the track all the way to Norton Priory. A boating lake was to be dug in 1982 in the
middle of the route; again, another project that never came to fruition.

Departing from the main station called Mousetrap Hall - named after the cottage on
Stockham Lane - the track is nearly a mile long and the trip around part of the Town
Park takes about ten minutes.The track is 7 1/4" gauge.
The Halton Miniature Railway Society takes part in several heritage-based events
such as Heritage Open Days and the North West Vintage Steam Rally.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/476073252778003
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Published in 2009, it is to be regretted that this is the only collection of Roy's
photographs that we have.

'I put the book together to show how Runcorn has changed. To evoke fond
memories of the past for those old enough to remember and to show the younger
generations how the town looked in days gone by'.
- Roy Gough.

'One picture that I was very proud of was this one of George Page on his narrowboat
JELLICO on the Bridgewater Canal at Preston Brook.
'I had already had many of my pictures used in books about Runcorn's history, but to
see this one of mine on the front cover of one of Bert Starkey's books gave me a
great thrill'.
- Roy Gough.

The Brownie 127 was the second camera Roy bought. He purchased it in 1950 for
the princely sum of 25 shillings.
'Every trainspotter worth his salt possessed one of these cameras'.
- Roy Gough.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Three of Roy's cameras.
'My passion for photography was inspired by a book that I mithered my mother to
buy me called 'Crowning the King', the king being George VI.
'In the end she did buy it for me from Caulfield's Newsagents in Bridge Street. I don't
think I ever read the book but it was the pictures that took my eye. I thought there
and then that I would love to be able to take photographs like that.
'The next thing that I had bought for me was a Johnson's Photographic Printing Outfit
from McDermott's Chemist in Church St. It was a large black and orange box that I
had spotted in the window - this was before I had even bought a camera! It was all
that one needed to develop and print pictures. The camera came later'.
- Roy Gough.

More of Roy's equipment.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

Roy (left) with Alex Cowan, the Archivist for The Runcorn & District Historical Society
at the 25th birthday celebrations of the Curiosity Bookshop in 2015.
www.curiositybookshop.com
https://www.facebook.com/CuriosityBookshop/
All three books in this photograph are essential reading for anyone interested in
Runcorn's history. Alex's two books on public houses are like the Old and New
Testament to me.
I had a lovely chat with Alex in The Lion at the tail end of last year. It was nice to see
him so relaxed because he has suffered so much with his health over the last few
years. We discussed his two books, my own work on Facebook, the blue plaques I
have produced, and all other things Runcorn. I asked him to update his two books,
incorporating my own work on our public houses into them. Many people have told
me that they would love to see us team up but sadly it is not going to happen: "My
publishing days are over Stu".
Alex had previously disdained Facebook and all other forms of social media, but as

soon as he saw my work, and what Facebook COULD be used for, the penny
droppped and his whole face lit up.
The Facebook application allows me an instant, two-way contact with the people of
Runcorn; my work can be updated, improved or corrected with the tap of a few keys;
and it will be here (hopefully) forever. My wish is that both now and in centuries to
come, my Facebook page will form an online research tool for people who want to
study the history of Runcorn, and they can do so completely free of charge.
Photograph courtesy of the Liverpool Echo.

Roy put on a small display of his photos from the 20th June 2018 until the end of
August that year. This would be followed by a larger display the following year.
'Without doubt my proudest moment was in 2018 when I was asked if I would put on
a major display of my work the following year at The Brindley Theatre in my home
town. I said that I would, and I started printing and framing the pictures soon after
Christmas 2018 and framed the last one in August 2019 - the month that the
exhibition began It was very popular both with local people and those from other
parts of the country. The display ran until January 2020'.

Photograph courtesy of Gill Beavon.

Roy proudly stands with the major exhibition of his life's work at The Brindley Theare
in 2019.
Photograph courtesy of Roy Gough.

The second, larger display of his work at the gallery of The Brindley Theatre in 2019
was called 'Life Through A Lens'.
Originally scheduled to run from the 30th August to the 29th November. it was
extended into January 2020 due to huge public demand.
Photograph courtesy of Tanya Gough.

Roy's display of photographs upstairs in the gallery at The Brindley Theatre in 2019.
Photograph courtesy of Gill Beavon.

Roy's display of photographs upstairs in the gallery at The Brindley Theatre in 2019.
Out of the window can be seen the Churchill Mansions tower block, built in the
1960s, and one of three sandstone Saxon heads, one of whom is Ethelfleda, Mother
of Runcorn.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/898038460581478
They were originally located at Wigg Island, adjacent to the former Old Quay Canal
(Runcorn to Latchford Canal).
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/866728620379129
Created in 2013, the aim of the sculptor was to depict the figures keeping a constant
vigil on the River Mersey, looking out on the river.
To avoid damage to the carvings during the construction of the Mersey Gateway
Bridge, they were all relocated here, outside The Brindley Theatre.
Photograph courtesy of Gill Beavon.

Another photograph from Roy's exhibition at The Brindley Theatre in 2019.
As well taking thousands of photographs of Runcorn himself, Roy's personal
collection of other people's photographs is probably the greatest in the town.
Photograph courtesy of Gill Beavon.

Roy at the Help Desk for the Runcorn Family History Society in the Egerton Street
Library in December 2006.
If you have an interest in the history of our area then please try to attend the monthly
meetings of at least one of these groups if you can. Not only will you learn something
at the meetings, but you will be able to chat with like-minded people who share your
interest in local history. Without the support of the public these groups will die.
The Runcorn & District Historical Society.
http://www.runcornhistsoc.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/RuncornDistrictHistoricalSociety/
The Runcorn Family History Society.
https://www.fhsc.org.uk/about-the-group-runcorn-2
Preston Brook & District Historical Society.
http://www.prestonbrookparishcouncil.gov.uk/local-history-group.html
Daresbury District Heritage Group.
http://www.ddhg.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/DaresburyDistrictHeritageGroup/

Frodsham & District Historical Society.
http://frodhistoryarchives.co.uk/
The Widnes Historical Society.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/474504772752214/
Photograph courtesy of Linda Wilding.

Roy at a Runcorn Family History Society Help Desk in November 2007.
'The chances are, that if you have read a book about the history of Runcorn, there
will a photograph taken by Roy Gough in there.
'I have known Roy for 15 years, since I joined The Runcorn & District Historical
Society in fact. Since that time we have worked together on numerous projects and
displays.
'Roy has a vast collection of photographs, both those taken by himself and those he
has collected from other sources throughout his lifetime. He has almost always had

his camera with him whilst out and about, ready to snap anything of interest that
caught his eye.
'If it wasn't for Roy's work we would not have the extensive photographic record of
Runcorn's history that we are fortunate enough to possess. If Roy received royalties
every time that someone used one of his photographs on social media he would be a
very wealthy man indeed! He is very happy for people to share and enjoy his
photographs, all he asks for is a credit and a little thanks.
'He is a lovely man, and I could sit for hours in his company listening to his stories of
old Runcorn and how it was back in the day. You see, Roy tells it like it was - not
through rose-tinted spectacles. It has been an honour to know Roy and I am deeply
grateful to him for recording Runcorn's history on film'.
- Peter Blackmore, Chairman of The Runcorn & District Historical Society.
Photograph courtesy of Linda Wilding.

Roy discussing Runcorn's history at a Runcorn Family History Society Open Day at
the Heath Methodist Church in Vista Road (off Oxford Road) in April 2008.

I am currently working on a series called 'Runcorn's Churches and Chapels - Past &
Present' and the Heath Methodist Church will form one episode in the series.
Photograph courtesy of Linda Wilding.

Roy with Maurice Littlemore at a Heritage Open Day in Preston Brook in May 2009.
Photograph courtesy of Linda Wilding.

Roy with Pat Eastup (now Secretary of the Runcorn Family History Society) at the
society's Open Day at the Egerton Street Library in May 2009.
The first free library in Runcorn was the Chesshyre Library on Castle Road, Halton
Village. It was built from local sandstone in 1733 with funds provided by the
prominent lawyer Sir John Chesshyre (1662-1738).
https://www.facebook.com/RuncornDistrictHistoricalSociety/posts/891138834296083
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/516350818750246
Originally containing about 400 volumes, it was established to be used by the local
gentry and clergy, and was open two days a week - Tuesdays and Thursdays. With
the exception of Humphrey Chetham's Library in Manchester - which being
established in 1653 makes it the oldest free public reference library in the United
Kingdom - the Chesshyre Library is the second oldest public library in the northern
counties and has a claim to be one of the first free public libraries in England. The
books covered subjects such as religious study, opera, law, philosophy, and
classical literature by writers including Sophocles and Seneca.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/466459777072684
The Runcorn Public Library was established by public subscription on the 1st July
1858 at the Runcorn Literary Institute (I believe at 68 High Street). For some years it
progressed steadily until the dissolution of the institute on the 7th September 1864.

'They had not been able to get to the room those they wanted as the institute did not
rival the beer shop'.
- Northwich Guardian, 10th September 1864.
This led to the library's removal to the offices of the Runcorn & Widnes Guardian at
23 High Street on the 25th March the following year. There it continued under the
superintendence of a gentleman named Charles Gerrard until the formation of the
Runcorn Literary & Mechanics' Institute at 60 High Street in October 1868.
With the announcement of the dissolving of the Runcorn Literary & Mechanics'
Institute at the close of 1881, there was a meeting of the ratepayers on the 19th
December of that year for the formation of a free library in Runcorn under the Public
Libraries Act 1855. The books held at the Runcorn & Mechanics' Institute were
purchased by the Runcorn Improvement Commissioners, then supplemented with
new purchases, to give a total of about 1,000 books.
The idea of a new, free public library was met with disapproval by some quarters of
the middle classes - after all, if one educates the workers too much they might get
ideas above their station and then who would be left to man the tanneries, quarries
and chemical factories of Runcorn....? Thankfully however, Love and Light prevailed
and the idea of the library received 100 votes in its favour as opposed to just 6
against.
The first free public library in Runcorn opened on the 6th July 1882 in the
Commissioner's Office in the then Town Hall, which was at that time in the building
which we know today as the Old Police Station on Bridge Street. It was opened with
great celebration by Sir John Picton, Chairman of the Liverpool Free Library
Committee.
However, it was very quickly realised that the room was too small for the stock of
books and in the months to come new premises were sought.
The Runcorn Urban District Council moved their offices (and the library) to Waterloo
House on the 7th November 1883. In 1897 further books and a natural history
collection were added to the library.
In 1902 more library and reading room space was needed so an appeal was made
for a grant to fund an extension to the library to the Scottish-American businessman
and industrialist Andrew Carnegie, who had provided grants for many other libraries
in the United Kingdom and elsewhere.
Carnegie gave a grant of £3,000, and the extension was built adjoining Waterloo
House. Built from local red sandstone, it was designed by James Wilding, surveyor
and water engineer to the Runcorn Urban District Council. Wilding designed many

other fine buildings in Runcorn such as Runcorn Market Hall (now the public
swimming baths), the Victoria Memorial ('Cottage') Hospital (now private apartments)
and Balfour Road School (now demolished).
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/715974958787830
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/755627914822534
The library was opened on the 1st December 1906 by Mr. D. Bisbrown, Chairman of
the Runcorn Urban District Council.
'We have little more to add. We have noted the principal facts in the formation of the
library. Its history has yet to be written but in the annals of the town, extending as
they do from a period prior to the Norman Conquest, there will be no brighter page
than that upon which is recorded the foundation of the free public library'.
- Runcorn Guardian, 10th November 1883.
It remained Runcorn's central library until the New Town developments. A new
library at Runcorn Shopping City opened on the 9th November 1981. The Carnegie
Library then became a branch library and closed in 2012. The Carnegie Library had
been designated a Grade II listed building on the 13th June 2007, largely through the
efforts of Dr Peter Vardy, of The Runcorn & District Historical Society.
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.allen.3538/posts/690249424693717

Photograph courtesy of Linda Wilding

.

Roy representing the Runcorn Family History Group at the Halton Heritage
Partnership's Pop-Up Museum in 2016 at Runcorn Shopping City.
'I had known Roy long before I began my 17 years as Group Leader for the Runcorn
Family History Society. Roy was always my 'go-to man' when I needed information
and photographs about Runcorn's history.

'He has a heart of gold and was always willing to help me long before he became a
member of our group. He manned our weekly Help Desks many times at the
Carnegie Library, Granville Street Library and Runcorn Shopping City Library. Here
he would display his photographs to the public and often gave copies of them away
free of charge.
'Many visitors to our group wanted to know where their ancestors had once lived, so
it was Roy and Maurice Littlemore who showed them the places around town that
they were looking for. Roy also showed his 'then and now' photographs to help
explain to people where their ancestors once would have lived
'He was a very active member of our group until ill-health forced him to retire.
'Myself and the rest of the Runcorn Family History Society thank him for the
photographs of Runcorn he has taken through the decades. I think his photographs
capture a wonderful period in Runcorn's history, a superb documentation for the
younger generation and for generations to come, of what our town once looked like.
'Roy is a true gentleman. I thank him for everything he did for our society, but most of
all, I am honored to be counted as his friend. God bless you Roy. You truly deserve
to be honored with your blue plaque for what you have done for Runcorn'.
- Linda Wilding, former Group Leader of The Runcorn Family History Society.
Photograph courtesy of Linda Wilding.

